B. REQUESTING ASSISTANCE

FIRST
Following the initial assessment process and while the damage information is being collected, several events must happen if disaster assistance is being contemplated.

An analysis of the disaster situation must first be made to determine what kind and how much outside assistance (if any) is needed.  The preliminary analysis is normally the result of at least one of the following five damage situations:

1.  Damage that only requires local resources in order to satisfy the needs.  Local Declaration only.

2.  Damage primarily to individual homes that may require the implementation of specific individual assistance programs.  Local and State Declaration required. (IA)

3.  Damage to public property such that may require the implementation of specific public assistance programs.  Local and State Declaration required. (PA)

4.  Damage to businesses that may cause loss of revenue.  Local and State Declaration required. (SBA)

5.  Damage primarily to agricultural interest. County Agent notification required.       

SECOND

Once it has been determined that supplemental assistance beyond the capabilities of the local government will be required as a result of one or more of the five damage situations, a local Disaster Emergency must be declared in accordance with (IAW) Section 727(D) of the Louisiana Emergency Assistance & Disaster Act of 1993, as amended (sample enclosed).  A cover letter accompanying the Local Declaration should explain:

· What happened?

· What specific area(s) is affected?

· Scope and magnitude of the damage and impact to the community.

· That damage is of such severity and magnitude that effective response is beyond the capability of local emergency services to handle.

· That outside assistance is needed to alleviate damage, loss, hardship, and suffering caused by the disaster occurrence.

· Nature and type of assistance being sought.
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THIRD
If sufficient damages have been documented, and if the decision is made at the local level to request supplemental assistance, the following actions must happen:

1.  
Contact the State Emergency Operations Center (EOC), and  forward  copies of all damage estimates and other requested information to the EOC.

2.  
Once the Local Declaration has been made, a copy should be forwarded to the EOC as quickly as possible.  The document must also be recorded with the Clerk of Court in order to be valid.  This can be accomplished the next normal work day.








3.  
During this period of time, it is important to maintain effective communications between local and State officials and to initiate the preliminary damage assessment (PDA) inspection process so that all eligible damage claims are documented.

4.
If the PDA inspection is made and it reveals that sufficient damages exist to warrant further action, a request to FEMA Region VI will be made to provide a Federal Inspector(s) to accomplish a Joint PDA with State and local inspectors. 

5.
Joint PDA inspections will be conducted in order to determine if the preliminary damage estimates will support a request for Federal assistance.  All options for assistance will be explored and a letter for the Governor’s signature will be prepared and once signed, dispatched to:

· FEMA for a Presidential Disaster Declaration for Individual Assistance or Public Assistance.

· Small Business Administration for a request for a SBA Loan Declaration.

· Federal Home Loan Bank (FHLB) if other assistance is not available.

· USDA for either :

· Farm Service Agency (FSA) loans

· Rural Development (RD) loans 

Should the State’s request for Federal assistance be denied, the decision may be appealed  within 30 days of the date of the denial letter.  The appeal must contain new information that would likely have a significant impact on the decision. 

If separate declarations are sought for either SBA or USDA assistance, each program will conduct their own on-site review of the disaster declaration request.
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