
 

C R A I G  F U G A T E  M E E T S  W I T H  L O U I S I A N A  O F F I C I A L S   

Baton Rouge, LA, 06/14/2009 – FEMA Ad-

ministrator Craig Fugate met with Louisiana 

officials during his recent visit. From left to 

right, Mark Debossier and Mark Riley, GOH-

SEP; Bob Josephson, FEMA External Affairs; 

Mark Cooper, GOHSEP; Fugate and Paul 

Rainwater, LRA. 

 Dear GOHSEP Partner: 

As we move into the heart of another hurricane season, I urge each of 

you to "get a game plan" for you and your families (including your pets).  

While our number one mission is to protect the citizens of Louisiana, 

the well-being of our own families is of the utmost importance and 

should be our number one priority.  Without a family game plan, it will 

be extremely difficult to focus on our important mission if our own 

families are unprepared, and as a result, are put in harm's way.  

While we consider our collective response to Gustav and Ike a suc-

cess, we have worked tirelessly and selflessly as a team over the last 

10 months to be better prepared for the next storm.  This is due to the hard work and dedication of each 

of you and our local, state, and federal partners.    

The appointment of Craig Fugate as the new FEMA Director should bode well for Louisiana and the gulf 

states. We have already met with him twice to discuss Louisiana's and FEMA's preparedness and recov-

ery efforts.  There is no one better that can relate to the challenges we face here in the Bayou State.  As 

he indicated last November when he attended the sheltering summit in Baton Rouge and met with Gover-

nor Jindal, he has confidence in the State of Louisiana and is proud of our accomplishments last year.  

Let’s continue to hope and pray for a quiet hurricane season for Louisiana and the rest of our Country.   

For more information, go to Getagameplan.org. 

Sincerely, 

Mark A. Cooper, Director  
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2 0 0 9  S T A T E  H U R R I C A N E  S E A S O N  K I C K O F F  

After months of planning, St. James Parish 

now has a  point-to-point sheltering con-

tract with Tangipahoa Parish when a Cate-

gory 3 storm is threatening the area and an 

evacuation order is given. This is another 

example of how parishes are working to-

gether and helping each other out in times 

of need.  This photo of GOHSEP, St. James 

and Tangipahoa Parish officials was taken 

at the St. James hurricane kick-off meeting 

held every year with local responders.   

For additional information contact: 

Pam Roussel 

Region 3 Coordinator 

(985) 851-2900  

pam.roussel@la.gov 

S T .  J A M E S  H U R R I C A N E  K I C K O F F  M E E T I N G  

 

K E Y  D A T E S  
O F  N O T E  

• July 27-31, Na-
tional Level Exer-
cise 09 
 

• July 29, Waterford 
3 Hostile Action 
Table Top drill  
 

• August 5, North 
Louisiana Winter 
Weather  Exercise  
 

• August 18, River 
Bend Hostile Ac-
tion Table Top  Drill 
 

• August 8, Water-
ford 3 Nuclear 
Power Plant Hostile 
Action Evaluated 
Drill 
 

• September 2, 
Grand Gulf Nuclear 
Station Evaluated 
Exercise 

At the end of May, the Gover-

nor and GOHSEP kicked off 

hurricane season at the 

Saints training facility. That's 

where we unveiled the latest 

public service announce-

ments (PSAs) with Saints 

wide receivers Marques Col-

ston, Devery Henderson and 

Lance Moore. The new and 

improved Get a Game Plan 

website is also up and run-

ning and you can now follow 

GOHSEP on the social net-

working tool called Twitter. 

Twitter will be primarily util-

ized in emergency situations. 

You can sign up by going to 

the getagameplan.org web-

site. Also, the new 2009 

evacuation guides have been 

delivered to Red Cross ware-

houses throughout the state. 

 

 

Marques Colston, Governor Bobby Jindal, Devery Henderson  

 

Meeting attendees at the St. James  Hurricane Kick-off meeting. 



Mark Cooper speaking to the media about the training event. 
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S U R P R I S E  B R I D A L  S H O W E R  F O R  L I N D S E Y  H E R N A N D E Z   

On Tuesday, June 2, 2009, the 

Higher Education, Hospitals and 

State Agencies Team of GOHSEP’s 

Disaster Recovery Division surprised 

Disaster Recovery Specialist Lindsey 

Hernandez with a bridal shower be-

fore her departure for a destination 

wedding. The shower was held in the 

Magnolia Room of the Joint Field 

Office and was packed with food, fun 

and shower games. The shower deco-

rations mirrored a beach wedding 

theme complete with flower petals, 

sand and seashells. Lindsey became 

the wife of Chad Roy of Baton Rouge, 

on Saturday, June 6, 2009. The wed-

ding took place at a beach resort in 

Gulf Breeze, Florida at sunset. Con-

gratulations to the new couple, Chad and Lindsey Roy! For more information 

about the couple’s love story, visit www.chadandlindsey.com. 

For additional information contact: 

Dianna Bennett 

(225) 338-6799 /dianna.bennett@la.gov 

Chad Roy and Lindsey Hernandez 

Lindsey’s team participate in shower games by designing a 

Evelyn Moreland, Bruce Flowers and Derrick Myers of the 
Hospitals & State Agencies Team in the JFO’s Magnolia Room. 

R E G I O N  5  I N T E R O P E R A B I L I T Y  T R A I N I N G  

In June, Region 5 (Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu, Cameron, and 

Jefferson Davis Parishes), the Governor’s Office of Homeland Secu-

rity and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP), Louisiana Sheriff’s 

Association, and the Louisiana State Police held a training event on 

interoperable radio communications equipment including testing 

the new Louisiana Wireless Information Network (LWIN) ASTRO 25 

– 700/800MHz system. This was the first regional training exercise 

sponsored by GOHSEP. 

The communications drill provided state and local first responders 

with free hands-on training.  The training consisted of familiariza-

tion for interoperable gateway devices, EF Johnson & Motorola 

radio programming and operations, Incident Command System 

(ICS) Communication Leader (COML) classes, and Telecommunica-

tions Emergency Response Training (TERT). 

The intent of the event was to enhance emergency responder skills 

through training and exercising. 

The interoperable communications equipment was purchased by local, state and federal grants designed to enhance interoperable com-

munications utilizing or connecting to the LWIN system. 
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G O H S E P  F A M I L Y  D A Y  

Who’s in charge? 

GOHSEP Double Trouble. The Brain Trust. 

Cool in the shade. 

The Hostess and The Mostest. James Bond 



 

By Maryann Tumino 

Legislation 

While the primary focus of this 2009 “fiscal” session of the 

Legislature centered on budget issues, higher education and 

healthcare, emergency management issues did get some well 

deserved attention. The Governor’s Office of Homeland Security 

and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP) pushed through two 

primary pieces of legislation this session (HB840 and SB209) 

and worked closely with the Department of Social Services 

(DSS) on a third piece (SB279).  GOHSEP Director Mark Cooper 

was present for and testified in all the hear-

ings for these bills. 

House bill 840, sponsored by House Home-

land Security Chairman Bodi White, revises 

statute 29:727 by adding a section that 

directs each parish or police jury president 

to create a parish advisory committee in 

order to advise the parish president and 

OEP director on issues related to emer-

gency management. The purpose of this 

legislation is to promote better communica-

tion and coordination at the local level be-

tween the parish president and OEP direc-

tor and their major stakeholder groups in-

cluding sheriffs and law enforcement, may-

ors, fire service, and any other pertinent 

local entities. The intent is also to improve 

communications and coordination during 

an emergency. The bill has been signed by the Governor and 

has taken effect as Act 524. 

The Chairman of the Senate Committee on Homeland Security, 

Senator Mike Walsworth, sponsored the second piece of legis-

lation for GOHSEP. Senate Bill 209 is a constitutional amend-

ment that seeks to formally place the director, deputy director, 

and all employees of the GOHSEP in the unclassified service of 

the state civil service. The drive for this bill is rooted in the need 

for GOHSEP to have flexibility beyond that which is afforded in 

the classified civil service. The bill has been sent to the Secre-

tary of State which will make way for it to be placed on the offi-

cial ballot for a public vote on October 2, 2010. If passed, the 

Louisiana Constitution will be amended as such. 

DSS took the lead on Senate Bill 279, also sponsored by Chair-

man Mike Walsworth, but partnered with GOHSEP in the proc-

ess. This bill essentially provides for the use of any public facil-
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2 0 0 9  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  W R A P S  U P  

ity that is the recipient of retrofitting or hardening construction that is 

funded by state or federal government, or other facilities owned or 

leased by the state or local governments, to be used as a sheltering 

facility during emergency evacuations. This piece of legislation is 

intended to bring the state of Louisiana one step closer to eliminating 

the deficit of safe public evacuation shelter space throughout the 

state. The Governor has signed the legislation and it went into effect 

as Act 353. 

Hurricane Chris Hits the House 

To add an interesting end to the legislative session, Representative 

Barbara Norton of Shreveport invited her god-

son, Hurricane Chris, to perform his rap song 

“Halle Berry” on the House floor, drawing some 

criticism from fellow legislators for the song’s 

explicit lyrics. Several state lawmakers have 

openly expressed their displeasure with the 

display, calling the song “derogatory” and 

“inappropriate.” 

Senate Confirmation 

Congratulations to Mark Riley on his confirma-

tion by the Louisiana Senate as Deputy Director 

of GOHSEP. On June 25, the final day of the 

legislative session, the Senate briefly went into 

Executive Session to vote on appointments at 

which time, Mark Riley, was officially confirmed. 

For more information please contact Maryann 

at (225) 925-7426 or maryann.tumino@la.gov 

C A N  Y O U  G U E S S  

This individual has been em-
ployed at GOHSEP approximately 
2 1/2 years. 

He last worked for the Louisiana 
House of Representatives. 

This young man is from north 
central Louisiana. 

He loves politics and enjoys sing-
ing. 
 

To find out who he is, check out 
page 15. 

 

GOHSEP Deputy Director  Mark Riley 
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F R O M  T H E  K E Y B O A R D S  O F  I T  

Statewide e-mail: 

When looking up a name on the new Statewide Email System, there are two methods to ensure you have the right GOHSEP recipient. First, 

remember statewide e-mail is organized by first name, then last name and not the other way around. Second, in the global directory, look 

for "GOHSEP"  under the agency/organizational name or select the GOHSEP directory in the directory drop down dialog box. 

Beginning July 2009, GOHSEP will be getting invoiced for email storage. Please review the mail you have retained in your inbox and save 

any work related attachments you need and delete all the non-work related mail like jokes, pictures (jpg) and video files (mpeg, wmv). E-

mail can be archived by simply dragging the file to a folder on your computer or other storage medium. Once the email is copied, delete  

the original file from Outlook. The copied file can be opened on any computer that has Outlook installed. 

Microsoft Office 2007 

By now, all GOHSEP staff that connect to the GOHSEP network either directly or via VPN should have been prompted to upgrade their Mi-

crosoft Office suite from Office 2003 to Office 2007. If you use a GOHSEP computer and have not upgraded to Office 2007, please contact 

Peter Main. 

Also, there are Quick Reference Guides available in the GOHSEP IT Section related to Office 2007 Word, Excel Outlook, Access and Power 

Point. 

For questions or comments, contact: 

Peter Main 

(225) 358-5432 

S T .  C H A R L E S  O B T A I N S  N E W  E M E R G E N C Y  V E H I C L E  

St. Charles Parish Hospital  has a new piece of equipment to help 

get medical assistance to those in need at festivals and other 

special events where there are large crowds. The equipment is 

a specially-equipped emergency medical all-terrain vehicle that 

can navigate over rough terrain such as the Bonnet Carre Spillway. 

Emergency personnel say the vehicle is able to go where  

ambulances can not. The fuel efficient, diesel-powered vehicle has 

an advanced life support system, oxygen, automatic defibrillator, 

first-aid equipment and stretcher.   

The vehicle was purchased for $18,000 through a grant 

from GOHSEP. The St. Charles Parish Office of Emergency  

Preparedness assisted the hospital to secure grant funding for the 

vehicle through its affiliation with GOHSEP’s Region III which in-

cludes Lafourche, St. John, St. Charles, St. James, Assumption and 

Terrebonne Parishes.    

The vehicle debuted during the 2009 Krewe of Lul Parade in 

Luling. 

 

For additional information contact: 

Pam Roussel 

Region 3 Coordinator 

(985) 851-2900  

pam.roussel@la.gov 

 



dio network). Participating in this drill were Robert Hobbs (representing 

the GOHSEP Communications Section) and volunteers Matt Anderson, 

Doug Dedon, and Richard Fiero. 

GOHSEP RACES (Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service) is a group of 

volunteer amateur radio operators who are dedicated to providing 

emergency communications to Louisiana in times of extraordinary 

need.  For more information about the group, contact Roger Farbe at 

225-358-5252 or roger.farbe@la.gov. 

By Nathan Elkins 

If you work in Disaster Recovery Public Assistance you have 

probably seen or heard the statement “It will be handled at 

closeout.” Well, closeout is now. On June 11, 2009, FEMA Re-

gion 6 gave the “green light” to test GOHSEP’s revolutionary 

closeout plan. Now you might be thinking, “A closeout plan?” 

After Hurricanes Katrina and Rita devastated Louisiana in 2005 

as the largest natural disasters in U.S. history, it became appar-

ent that traditional closeout procedures were inadequate. With 

more than 22,000 project worksheets, of which 1,136 are over 

one million dollars, with a grand total of over $7.7 billion, a new 

closeout plan was a must.  GOHSEP tasked its contractor, 

Deloitte Consultants, to assist the State’s newly formed Close-

out Team to develop a plan with the following goal, “close the 

events of 2005, and all past and future events, as quickly as 

possible, while still meeting the Grantee’s responsibilities with 

respect to State and Federal regulations.”  

The Closeout Team researched the Code of Federal Regulations 

title 44, the Public Assistance Guide 322, and the Public Assis-

tance Policy Digest 321 for Grantee closeout regulations and 

requirements. They also contacted the States of Florida, Texas, 

Mississippi, and North Carolina to gain knowledge of their 

closeout procedures. The information they gathered was pro-

vided to the Deloitte Consultants. Armed with the above knowl-

edge, Deloitte devised six proposed closeout plans and pre-

sented them to the Closeout Team, from which GOHSEP chose 

a Variable Percentage Based on Applicant Risk. The plan util-

izes GOHSEP Sub-Recipient Monitoring Program in which appli-

cants are ranked into one of three risk categories: high, moder-

ate, or low. The risks are based on both quantitative and quali-

tative attributes, including financial, operational and compli-

ance factors. In keeping with these rankings, the Closeout 

Team selects a variable weighted average percentage of the 

applicant’s expenses, for large projects, and a percentage of 

the applicant’s small projects for review. These projects are 
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On April 18, 2009, GOHSEP RACES group members partici-

pated in the 2009 Global Simulated Emergency Test with 

over 250 amateur radio stations around the world. The 

drill was designed to strengthen emergencies communica-

tion skills. From 6:00 to 11:00, stations throughout North 

America passed simulated emergency messages to their 

regional control center in Guatemala. Locally, we sent sev-

eral messages via WINLINK (email over high frequency ra-

2 0 0 9  G L O B A L  S I M U L A T E D  E M E R G E N C Y  T E S T   

D I S A S T E R  R E C O V E R Y - C L O S E O U T  N E W S  

then reviewed for accuracy of the work performed and the associated 

expenses. To further enhance the closeout procedures, GOHSEP in-

vited FEMA to participate in the closeout process. A FEMA closeout 

project officer will accompany a GOHSEP Closeout Team to the field 

review of large projects. Once the field review is completed, the 

Closeout Team submits the Closeout Package to FEMA for closure. 

To test GOHSEP’s revolutionary plan, a “Closeout Pilot Program” was 

conducted. Closeout Teams visited 97 applicants and reviewed 376 

project worksheets between the months of August 2008 and March 

2009 to test the closeout procedures (The events of 2008 put the 

Pilot on hold from September to January). Of the 376 project work-

sheets reviewed, 294 were prepared for final submittal to FEMA for 

closure. The remainder of the pilot project worksheets are still pend-

ing, awaiting documentation to be provided to GOHSEP by the appli-

cants.   

Additionally, GOHSEP has instituted a “Pre-Closeout Assistance Pro-

gram.”  The purpose of this program is to provide applicants with 

assistance and guidance in preparing and maintaining accurate 

documentation for the closeout process in order to minimize the risk 

of de-obligation. Many applicants who participated in the program 

found it to be very useful. Many applicants reported awareness of the 

importance of maintaining good, organized, and complete project 

files, as well as feeling more comfortable knowing the specific docu-

mentation required to be in their files for closeout. 

GOHSEP’s new closeout plan will receive a six-month test period 

which has been approved by FEMA, after which FEMA will evaluate 

the program and subsequently recommend approval in the State’s 

Administrative Plan. During the test period, GOHSEP Closeout Teams 

will continue to close projects and applicants. If all goes well, the 

closeout of the 2005 events using the new closeout procedures will 

occur in a fraction of the time that it would have taken using tradi-

tional closeout procedures. 

For more information contact : 

Nathan at 225-339-3723 or nathan.elkins@La.gov  



In June, GOHSEP participated in an exercise involving the Waterford 3 facility in St. Charles Parish. The drill demonstrated to FEMA the 

state’s ability to respond to an incident that may involve a potential release of radiation at the Waterford 3 Nuclear Power Plant locate in 

Killona, Louisiana. GOHSEP focused on its ability to communicate, coordinate resources, make critical decisions as it relates to Protective 

Action Recommendations for at risk parishes and the order to issue Potassium Iodide to emergency workers in those parishes. Parishes that 

participated included St. Charles and St. John. The State EOC was activated and state agencies were deployed for this evaluated exercise. 

S C O T T  V A N K E U R E N  R E T U R N S  F R O M  M O R O C C A N  M I L I T A R Y  E X E R C I S E   

As the Marines begin to depart and return to their home units, the 

conclusion of the ground combat portion of the exercise marks 

the end of this year's AFRICAN LION. 
 

Throughout the six-week exercise, marines, sailors and Army Na-

tional Guard soldiers from a variety of units have worked and 

trained with the Moroccans to cover every aspect of the Marine 

Air Ground Task Force, as well as providing humanitarian and 

civic assistance.  

AFRICAN LION is an annually scheduled combined U.S.-Moroccan 

exercise designed to improve interoperability and mutual under-

standing of each nation's tactics, techniques and procedures. 

Scott is a Disaster Recovery Specialist working at  the JFO. 

For additional information contact: 

Dianna Bennett 

(225) 338-6799 / dianna.bennett@la.gov 

An Interview with Scott VanKeurem 

“It's really good training for the future," says Sergeant Scott 

VanKeuren, platoon sergeant for 2nd Platoon, Weapons Co., 3/23 

and a Baton Rouge native. "Our Marines get the chance to not only 

operate and train in an austere environment, but they benefit from 

the experience of working with a friendly foreign force." 
 

VanKeuren said the Marines and Moroccans continually sought 

chances to share perspectives on the employment of their prospec-

tive weapons systems and both forces got the chance to get hands-

on familiarization training with each other's gear. 
 

"The Marines have had the chance to train with the Moroccans in a 

way which has exposed them to different approaches and tactics, as 

well as increasing their knowledge of different weapons systems," 

said Major Gordon Hilbun, Weapons Co., 3/23 commanding officer 

and Atlanta native.  
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W A T E R F O R D  3  E X E R C I S E  

F E D E R A L  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  C O M M I S S I O N  V I S I T S  L O U I S I A N A  

information management application that allows for secure Inter-

net connections; real-time access to state and local weather 

trends; provides operational details from various government and 

public safety groups; and local regional and national resource 

updates so that state and local officials can rapidly get resources 

to disaster-impacted areas. We would appreciate any additional 

information you may want to share on this front.  

In retrospect, the processes and protocols that you use to hand-

off critical care and trauma patients to the Statewide Louisiana 

Emergency Response Network (LERN) are some of the best we've 

seen to date….".  

For additional information contact: 

Ben Bourgoyne  

(225) 358-5236  

benjamin.bourgoyne@la.gov  

Members of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) visited 

GOHSEP in June to learn more about our communications capabili-

ties, as well as to discuss important issues regarding emergency 

preparedness and response. Of particular interest was Louisiana's 

Statewide Interoperability Systems on both 800MHz and the 

700MHz. The FCC also offered its assistance in migrating all nine 

Regions and 64 Parishes statewide solely to 700 MHz band for ra-

dio communications.  

Here's an excerpt from an e-mail sent to GOHSEP by the FCC:  

"We are impressed with your statewide wireless information network 

that provides significantly better radio coverage inside a building 

within the more densely populated metropolitan areas and better 

street level coverage for public safety. 

Your Web EOC capabilities are top-notch, an IP-based emergency 



S T .  C H A R L E S  A C T I V E  S H O O T E R  D R I L L  

For additional information contact: 

Pam Roussel 

Region 3 Coordinator 

(985) 851-2900  

pam.roussel@la.gov 

The St. Charles Sheriff's Office participated in an "Active Shooter" 

drill in March. The training helps law enforcement, EMS, fire de-

partment and volunteers react to potentially deadly situations such 

as if someone armed with a gun goes on school property with the 

intent to do harm. During the drill, student actors simulated more 

than 70 gunshot wounds and were triaged. Students from area 

schools participated.    
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 Participants 

 Local EOC Participants 

Acadia Parish OHSEP and response agencies 

Calcasieu Parish OHSEP and response agencies 

Evangeline Parish OHSEP and response agencies 

Iberia Parish OHSEP and response agencies 

St. Martin Parish OHSEP and response agencies 

St. Mary Parish OHSEP and response agencies 

Vermilion Parish OHSEP and response agencies 

 State EOC Participants 

Louisiana Army National Guard  

Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry  

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality  

Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals  

Louisiana Department of Social Services  

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development  

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) 

Louisiana Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emer-

gency Preparedness  

Louisiana Office of State Fire Marshal 

Louisiana Department of Corrections  

Louisiana Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration  

Louisiana Attorney General's Office  

Louisiana Department of Natural Resources  

Louisiana Department of Economic Development 

Louisiana Workforce Commission  

Louisiana Nursing Home Association 

Louisiana State Police  

U.S. Department of Homeland Security /FEMA  

FEMA Region VI 

National Weather Service  

U.S. Coast Guard 

U.S. Navy 

Salvation Army 

VOAD 

Red Cross 

ULL NIMSAT 

Louisiana State University  

We would like to thank the parishes, state and federal agency 

participants and all of the GOHSEP staff who participated in 

this exercise. 

For additional information contact: 

Lauren Stevens 

(225) 925-7507  

lauren.stevens@la.gov  

By Lauren Stevens 

The Southwest Louisiana Multi-Regional Hurricane Preparedness 

Functional Exercise took place June 10-11, 2009 throughout Louisi-

ana Homeland Security Region 4 Parishes. Calcasieu Parish OHSEP 

also participated. This exercise was sponsored by the Louisiana Gov-

ernor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness 

through the DHS/FEMA Regional Exercise Support Program. The exer-

cise scenario: an approaching catastrophic Category 4 hurricane 

slated to make landfall on the southwestern coast of Louisiana near 

Cameron Parish, similar to that of 1957 Hurricane Audrey. The pur-

pose of this exercise was to evaluate the actions of participants from 

the Louisiana Region 4 and 5 parish EOCs and the GOHSEP EOC 

against current operational policies, plans, procedures, and capabili-

ties for a catastrophic hurricane response and recovery. The exercise 

focused on preparing Region 4 and 5 parish emergency management 

and response agency personnel to meet the following objectives dur-

ing a response to a catastrophic incident: 

 Demonstrate the ability to conduct EOC management staffing and 

shift changes and briefings. 

Demonstrate the ability to gather, analyze, share, and dissemi-

nate response and resource information to maintain situational 

awareness. 

Demonstrate the ability to communicate, including the use of 

WebEOC, across Federal, State, tribal, and local governments. 

Demonstrate the ability to support parish search and rescue re-

sponse efforts, including searching affected areas for victims and 

locating, accessing, medically stabilizing, and extricated victims in 

damaged or collapsed structures. 

Demonstrate the ability to develop, coordinate, and disseminate 

emergency public information and warning to the media and the 

public. 

The Louisiana State EOC was activated and fully staffed in response 

to the hurricane scenario in support of Region 4 and 5 Parishes.  

S W  L O U I S I A N A  M U L T I R E G I O N A L  H U R R I C A N E  P R E P A R E D N E S S  E X E R C I S E   
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St. Martin EOC  exercise activation. 



gaps in local, federal and state integration policies, plans, and 

procedures established to manage the consequences of a 

catastrophic hurricane before the 2009 hurricane season. The 

following local, state, and federal agencies were in atten-

dance. 

Local Agencies 

Allen Parish Office of Homeland Security and Emergency 

Preparedness 

Beauregard Parish Office of Homeland Security and Emer-

gency Preparedness 

Calcasieu Parish Office of Homeland Security and Emer-

gency Preparedness 

Cameron Parish Office of Homeland Security and Emer-

gency Preparedness 

Jefferson Davis Parish Office of Homeland Security and 

Emergency Preparedness 

State Agencies 

Louisiana Army National Guard  

Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry  

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality  

Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals  

Louisiana Department of Social Services  

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development  

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries  

Louisiana Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and 

Emergency Preparedness  

Louisiana Office of State Fire Marshal 

Louisiana State Police  

Federal Agencies 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security  

FEMA  

National Weather Service  

We thank all of the participating parishes, local, state and 

federal agencies for their participation and making this exer-

cise a success. A special thanks to Calcasieu Parish for host-

ing the event at Prien Lake Park. 

For additional information contact: 

Lauren Stevens 

(225) 925-7507  

lauren.stevens@la.gov  

By Lauren Stevens 

The Southwest Louisiana Region 5 Multi-Parish Tabletop Exercise 

was sponsored by the Louisiana Governor’s Office of Homeland Secu-

rity and Emergency Preparedness and a Federal grant from the U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security/Federal Emergency Management 

Agency. The tabletop took place at Prien Lake Park Pavilion in Lake 

Charles, LA with 87 players and over 100 people total in attendance. 

The exercise was based on a simulated catastrophic hurricane inci-

dent which used similar events of the 1957 Hurricane, Audrey.  The 

scenario was an approaching catastrophic Category 4 hurricane 

named "Linda" slated to make landfall on the southwestern coast of 

Louisiana near Cameron Parish. The exercise focused on preparing 

Region 5 parish emergency management and emergency support 

function agency personnel during the H-60 to H+60 hurricane time-

line, to effectively execute the following capabilities during a re-

sponse to a catastrophic incident: 

 Communications 

 Critical Resource Logistics and Distribution 

 Emergency Operations Center (EOC) Management 

 Emergency Public Information and Warning 

 Fatality Management 

 Mass Care (Sheltering, Feeding, and Related Services) 

 Medical Surge 

 Planning 

 Restoration of Lifelines 

The Parish Emergency Operations Centers simulated the activation of 

their EOC’s to discuss the integration of Federal and State resources. 

The exercise was designed to identify strengths, weaknesses, and 

S W  L O U I S I A N A  R E G I O N  5  H U R R I C A N E  P R E P A R E D N E S S  E X E R C I S E   
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were prepared by the employees and tasted 

excellent. There was great camaraderie among 

the employees and a good time was had by all. 

For additional information contact: 

Marilyn Sibley  

(225) 379-4002   

marilyn.sibley@la.gov 

The Public Assistance employees at the BR-JFO 

came together on July 1st  to celebrate the July 4th 

holiday with a barbeque luncheon. A special 

“Thank You” is sent to Sheriff Sid Gautreaux’s 

office, along with Deputy Robert Cannon (left in 

picture) and Reserve Deputy Don Pierce (on 

right), for coming to our aid at GOHSEP by bring-

ing their special event barbeque pit and helping 

in the cooking of the meat.  Don is an avid LSU 

fan and tailgater! The accompanying side dishes 

J U L Y  4 T H  C E L E B R A T I O N  L U N C H E O N  A T  B R - J F O  
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Congratulations 

The GOHSEP Disaster 
Recovery Division 
extends 
congratulations to the 
following people. They 
have passed the Skills 
Development Program 
Experienced Test. 

- Glenda Bocking 
- Christen Chiasson  
- Roy Collins  
- Tiffany Doucet  
- Anitra Edwards  
- Shontae Harris  
- Kim Peake  
- Lawrence Pinkney  
- Tashanti Pitts  
- Christina Powell  
- Kim Rodrigue  
- Sean Wyatt  



walls. He’s come a long 

way since then. But 

while he hasn’t had 

formal training, Verrett 

volunteers as an art 

teacher in the public 

school system and li-

braries when it’s not 

peak hurricane season. 

“It’s hard to commit to 

something like that 

when the weather is so 

unpredictable.” One 

thing he constantly re-

minds his students is, 

“You don’t have to draw 

something perfectly for it to be considered 

art. And if you know how to write your name, 

you can be an artist.”  

Verrett says his difficult childhood of growing 

up in the projects and surviving with the help 

of food stamps could have sent him in many 

other directions. But he often gives this pearl 

of wisdom to kids, “If you stay engaged in 

arts, sports or whatever your interest is, 

you’re less likely to become a ‘customer’ of 

the police department.” He says his challeng-

ing upbringing helps him relate to kids who 

face the same obstacles. And he adds that 

despite a tough childhood, he and his four 

siblings have all had successful careers. 

If you wonder how Verrett does it all? He says 

perseverance is key. And the other thing that 

keeps him going is this: “We should demon-

strate our success in life by what we give and 

not what we get.” You can’t argue with that.  

If you know of someone who should be spot-

lighted in the newsletter, please e-mail Veron-

ica Mosgrove at veronica.mosgrove@la.gov. 

For questions or comments, contact: 

 

Michael Verrett wears many 

hats. He’s a member of the 

logistics team at GOHSEP, 

spent 25 years with the Ba-

ton Rouge Police Department 

and spent 30 years with the 

Army Reserve and National 

Guard. But what many of you 

may not know, is that Ver-

rett’s talents go beyond his 

military career or solving 

homicides (he’s been re-

sponsible for putting hun-

dreds of ‘bad guys’ behind 

bars) with the police depart-

ment for which he was also 

the sketch artist. “At heart, I’m an artist. Story 

telling comes second,” says Verrett.  

Currently, Verrett has an art showing at the 

Jones Creek Library in East Baton Rouge Parish. 

He expresses his love of baseball through his 

artwork and this particular display focuses on 

the sport. “I also love to paint Louisiana scen-

ery.” Congressman Bill Cassidy even has some 

of his art in his Washington D.C. office. “And I 

primarily draw people and cartoons. The most 

challenging part is adding text to the cartoons.” 

The author of two published children’s books, 

Cosmo the Elf and The White Alligator,  

Verrett is finishing up an all-hazards coloring 

and activity book GOHSEP will deliver to every 

first through fourth grader in the state during 

the 2009-2010 school year. He says, “It’s not 

just an artistic process. We have a message to 

deliver to both parents and kids. The artwork 

isn’t the difficult part. The process of putting it 

together and creating a cohesive story while 

making it educational is the challenge.” 

Verrett says he was never formally trained to do 

art. He just remembers picking up crayons at 

four years old and redecorating his bedroom 

S P O T L I G H T :  M I K E  V E R R E T T  
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Congratulations 

Brian Fletcher and 
Victoria Carpenter 
Brian Fletcher, 
(Logistics) and Victoria 
Carpenter (EMAC), 
became engaged on 
May 22nd. They are 
planning a wedding  
sometime after the 
2009 Hurricane 
Season 

Barrett Hanks 
Barrett, who works with 
Operations, is now a 
certified WebEOC 
administrator after 
passing a three hour 
written test given by ESI 
University in Atlanta.  

In the ESI newsletter, 
President Jim Cook 
said, "Once someone 
passes our stringent 
testing procedure and 
is recognized by ESI 
University as a certified 
WebEOC administrator, 
that individual has 
proven that he knows 
his job and possesses 
the skills to do the job 
well.”  

Mike Verrett; xxxxxxxx 

 

Mike Verrett. 
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For hundreds of years, hurricanes in the West Indies were named after the particular saint's day on which the hurricane occurred. An 

Australian meteorologist began giving women's names to tropical storms before the end of the 19th century. In 1953, the U.S. National 

Weather Service, which is the agency that tracks hurricanes and issues warnings and watches, began using female names for storms. 
 

In 1979, both women and men's names were used. One name for each letter of the alphabet is 

selected, except for Q, U and Z. For Atlantic Ocean hurricanes, the names may be French, Spanish 

or English, since these are the major languages bordering the Atlantic Ocean where the storm 

occur.  
 

The World Meteorological Organization uses six lists in rotation. The same lists are reused every 

six years. The only time a new name is added is if a hurricane is very deadly or costly. Then the 

name is retired and a new name is chosen. 

The skin may be cool and moist. The victim's pulse rate will be fast 

and weak, and breathing will be fast and shallow. If heat exhaus-

tion is untreated, it may progress to heat stroke, which is a medical 

emergency. Seek medical attention and call 911 immediately if: 

 > Symptoms are severe, or 

 > the victim has heart problems or high blood pressure. 

Otherwise, help the victim to cool off, and seek medical attention if 

symptoms worsen or last longer than 1 hour. 

Difference between hyperthermia and fever 

A fever occurs when the body sets the core temperature to a higher 

temperature, through the action of the pre-optic region of the ante-

rior hypothalamus. For example, in response to a bacterial or viral 

infection, the body will raise its temperature to allow the immune 

system to work better and to deteriorate the condition of the invad-

ers. In contrast, hyperthermia occurs when the body temperature is 

raised without the consent of the heat control centers. 

Heat exhaustion treatment 

Cooling measures that may be effective include: 

 

For additional information contact: 

Josh McNemar 

(225) 358-5704 

josh.mcnemar@la.gov 

Heat exhaustion is a milder form of heat-

related illness that can develop after sev-

eral days of exposure to high temperatures 

and inadequate or unbalanced replace-

ment of fluids. Those most prone to heat 

exhaustion are elderly people, people with 

high blood pressure, and people working or exercising in a hot 

environment. 

Hyperthermia, in its advanced state referred to as heat stroke or 

sunstroke, is an acute condition which occurs when the body 

produces or absorbs more heat than it can dissipate. It is usually 

caused by prolonged exposure to high temperatures. The heat-

regulating mechanisms of the body eventually become over-

whelmed and unable to effectively deal with the heat, causing 

the body temperature to climb uncontrollably. Hyperthermia is a 

medical emergency which requires immediate treatment. 

Hyperthermia can be created artificially by drugs or medical de-

vices. Hyperthermia Therapy may be used to treat cancer and 

other conditions. Malignant Hyperthermia is a rare complication 

of some types of general anesthesia. 

The opposite of hyperthermia is hypothermia, caused when an 

organism's temperature drops below that required for normal 

metabolism. Hypothermia is caused by prolonged exposure to 

low temperatures and is also a medical emergency requiring 

immediate treatment. 

Symptoms: 

 

 

 

 

S A F E T Y  T A L K  -  H E A T  E X H A U S T O N  
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 Ana  Henri  Odette  

 Bill  Ida  Peter  

 Claudette  Joaquin  Rose  

 Danny  Kate  Sam  

 Erika  Larry  Teresa  

 Fred  Mindy  Victor  

 

> Muscle Cramps > Tiredness > Dizziness 

> Nausea or vomiting > Headache > Fainting 

> Heavy Sweating > Paleness > Weakness 

> Cool shower, bath, or sponge bath > Lightweight clothing 

> An air-conditioned environment > Rest 

> Cool, non-alcoholic beverages, as directed by your physician 



F O R  Q U E S T I O N S  O R  C O M M E N T S  A B O U T  T H I S  N E W S L E T T E R  

Veronica Mosgrove  
(225) 358-5667/veronica.mosgrove@la.gov 
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Governor's Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness  
7667 Independence Boulevard, Baton Rouge, LA 70806 

www.ohsep.louisiana.gov  
(225) 925-7500 

 

 

Steven Burr  
(225) 766-0471/steve.burr@la.gov 

V O L U M E  2  I S S U E  3  

If you would like to include your information/article in future 

issues of the GOHSEP Newsletter, the next edition will be pub-

lished in October. Please submit your material by the 1st week 

of September. For questions, please contact:  

Veronica Mosgrove  

(225) 358-5667 

R E Q U E S T  F O R  A R T I C L E S  C A N  Y O U  G U E S S  -  A N S W E R  

The answer to “Can You Guess” on page 5 is 

Josh McNemar. Josh works as an Facility Spe-

cialist and also manages the Agency Safety 

Program. He works at the Independence loca-

tion of  

GOHSEP. 

  

Courtesy of Mike Verrett. 
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staff for their assistance during the 

Annual Workshop. Next year’s con-

ference committee has already 

begun to develop the agenda and 

schedule for the 2010 Annual 

Workshop. The 2010 workshop will 

be held again at L’auBerge Du Lac 

in Lake Charles. The dates for the 

2010 workshop are May 3-6, 2010.  

Please provide any feedback, com-

ments, or suggestions on how we 

can approve next year’s annual 

workshop to the LEPA Office. 

In mid-July, the board of directors 

will be participating in a strategic 

planning session to develop a five 

year strategic plan for the association. Several of 

the issues we will be addressing during the strate-

gic session include the LEM Certificate, communi-

cations, increasing training opportunities to the 

membership, and enhancing the emergency prepar-

edness and emergency management profession 

within Louisiana.  As indicated in an email sent to 

the membership several weeks ago, the Board of 

Directors is requesting your assistance in charting 

the path for our Association. Please provide any 

suggestions to the LEPA office or feel free to con-

tact me or a member of the Board of Directors. 

LEPA is a unique association representing all areas 

of the emergency management profession within 

Louisiana. The diverse membership of the associa-

tion represents parish and state emergency man-

agement, the private sector, the healthcare sector, 

law enforcement, and government. The diversity of 

our membership allows LEPA the opportunity to use 

the talents and experiences of our membership to 

enhance our profession within Louisiana. I am hon-

ored to have the opportunity to serve as our asso-

ciation’s president over the next year.   

With kindest regards, 

Jerry T. Monier, Jr., LEM 

President 2009-2010 

The 2009-2010 Board of 

Directors takes office on 

July 1, 2009.  I would like 

to extend a welcome to 

the newest members of 

the Board of Directors. 

Those members elected 

to the Board include: Rick 

Webre, Director-Ascension 

Parish OHSEP; Dexter 

Accardo, Director-St. Tam-

many OHSEP; Obie Cam-

bre, ExxonMobil; and Tab 

Troxler, Dow Chemical.  

Returning Board members 

are John Boudreaux, Di-

rector-Assumption Parish OHSEP; and Karen Price, 

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality. 

Thanks to outgoing President Andy Mosher for his 

leadership and support during his term as presi-

dent of our association. On behalf of the board of 

directors, I would like to thank the outgoing mem-

bers of the board for their support and dedication 

to our Association. Those outgoing members in-

clude Michael Deroche, Christopher Guilbeaux, Alan 

Hunsberger, and Don Majure.  A special thanks to 

Don Majure for his years of dedication to the board 

and our association having served as a former 

president and treasurer. Finally, congratulations to 

Dawson Primes, Director-Tangipahoa Parish OH-

SEP, who was elected to serve as President-Elect 

for this year and President of our Association for 

the 2010-2011 Term. 

The 2009 Annual Workshop was held in Lake 

Charles, LA in early May. By all accounts, the work-

shop was a success. Conference Co-Chairs Sonya 

Wiley-Gremillion and Eric Deroche provided great 

leadership in developing an enjoyable experience 

for our membership. I would also like to recognize 

Christopher Guilbeaux for his continued work with 

the EM 101 Program.  LEPA is committed to con-

tinuing this level of training in future annual work-

shops. The board of directors extends its gratitude 

to Dick Gremillion and the Calcasieu Parish OHSEP 

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  L E P A  P R E S I D E N T  

 

Jerry Monier 
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Submissions 
 

If you would like to in-

clude your information/

article in future issues 

of the LEPA Newsletter, 

the next edition will be 

published in Octoberr. 

Please submit your 

material by the first 

week of September. For 

questions, please con-

tact:  

Jerry Monier  

(225) 358-5656  

jerry.monier@la.gov
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The Louisiana Emergency Manager (LEM) certification is an indica-

tor of experience, hard work, continuing education, dedication to 

integrity and creativity. It is also an assurance that an individual is 

dedicated to the field of emergency management. Obtaining certifi-

cation as a LEM proves that you can effectively accomplish the 

goals and objectives of comprehensive emergency management in 

Louisiana. 

The Louisiana Emergency Preparedness Association (LEPA) devel-

oped, sponsors, and administers this certification program. You do 

not have to be a member of the LEPA organization in order to be-

come certified as a LEM. However, LEPA members receive a dis-

count on the application fees. 

LEPA is dedicated to promoting the goals of saving lives and pro-

tecting property through the application of the four phases of emer-

gency management: mitigation, preparedness, response, and re-

covery. One method show to increase professionalism and recog-

nize the individual who possesses the knowledge, skills, abilities 

and experience to effectively manage a comprehensive emergency 

management program is through a rigorous certification program. 

The certification for LEM is just such a program. 

The LEM certification program is a modification of the International 

Association of Emergency Managers' Certified Emergency Manager 

(CEM®) program. It is different from the CEM® because the LEM 

has Louisiana-unique requirements and does not require a college 

degree. The LEPA Certification Committee recognizes that many 

emergency managers never had the opportunity to attend college, 

yet possess the knowledge, skills and abilities to effectively man-

age a comprehensive emergency management program. Thus, the 

LEM program addresses that situation. 

For more information visit our website: www.lepa.org 

President: Jerry Monier, LEM 

President Elect: Dawson Primes, LEM 

Past President: Andy Mosher, LEM 

Treasurer: Eric S. Deroche, LEM 

HazMat Alliance Co-Chair: John Porter 

GOHSEP Director: Mark Cooper 

HazMat Alliance Co-Chair: Dave Brown 

LERC Chairman: Ralph Mitchell 

Regional Co-Coordinator: Tommy Thiebaud 

Board Member: John Boudreaux, LEM 

Board Member: Dexter Accardo 

Board Member: Tab Troxler, LEM 

Board Member: Tuesday Mills, LEM 

Board Member: Obie Cambre 

Board Member: Cindy Montz, LEM 

Board Member: Robert Jump, LEM  

Board Member: Michael Murphy, LEM 

Board Member: Jeffrey P. Meyers, LEM 

Board Member: Rick Webre 

Board Member: Pat Santos, LEM 

Board Member: Karen Price, LEM 

Board Member: Sonya Wiley-Gremillion, LEM  

Executive Director: H. Bland O'Connor, Jr. 

Association Coordinator: Jolie Howard  

2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  

September 18, 2009 

December 11, 2009 

February 19, 2010 

April 9, 2010 

May 3, 2010 (Lake Charles) 

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  M E E T I N G S  

L O U I S I A N A  E M E R G E N C Y  M A N A G E R  
C E R T I F I C A T I O N   
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Passing the gavel during the Membership/Awards Banquet — Outgoing 
President, Andy Mosher with President-elect  Jerry Monier 

Acting Regional FEMA Administrator Gary Jones. 

Bill Proenza,  Director with the National Weather Service's Southern Region  
and former Director of the National Hurricane Center, discussing hurricane 
season. 

Ramesh Kolluru, Director for  the Center for Business and Information 
Technologies 

GOHSEP’s Pat Santos,  making the introductions. Eric Deroche, Sonya Wiley-Gremillion with President Andy Mosher 



“45687 anybody, anybody?” Eric 
Deroche handing out the door prizes. 
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Bill Doran (center) and his band  “rocks the house”  during the LEPA Evening Social at Prien Lake Park in Lake Charles. 

LEPA Association Coordinator Jolie Howard  

The LEPA Workshop Vendor  Hall at the Lake Charles L’Auberge du lac. Bill Doran playing during the LEPA Evening Social . 

Rusty Reeves with Louisiana Rural Water Asso-
ciation, discussing recovery efforts. 



 

2 0 0 9  L E P A / G O H S E P  W O R K S H O P  P H O T O S  

Let there be fire—HazMat Chemistry demonstration with Dieter Heinz HazMat Chemistry demonstration 

Dieter Heinz setting up the next chemical reaction demo. 

HazMat Chemistry demonstration AT THE Lake Charles police range. Rob Dauhdlil (right) observes the preparations for the next demonstration 
during the HazMat Chemistry demonstration . 
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and alternate resource providers and do so of their own dedication.  

Without their ingenuity, dedication, & proactive personalities Region 

6 would not have been able to have successfully met the objective 

of what a MSNS or a CTNS is all about.  They are invaluable assets 

to their agencies but are so beyond description  to the Rapides Par-

ish OHSEP. 

Nominated by: Sonya Wiley-Gremillion 
 

RAPIDES PARISH 911 & OHSEP PERSONNEL: 

Accomplishments: This group of dedicated employees worked 

countless hours before Hurricane Gustav made landfall in prepara-

tion for the influx of evacuees and their needs.  Our parish not only 

served as a host for those evacuating the storm but was also in the 

direct path of the storm.  On the day of landfall these employees 

went above and beyond with 911 personnel handling in excess of 

1700 calls from residents of the parish that were now directly im-

pacted by the 20+ inches of rain and heavy wind damage compli-

ments of Gustav.  These employees worked tirelessly (some actually 

wading into work) to provide for the needs of residents, responders, 

& evacuees.   They not only assisted in coordinating high water res-

cue of residents trapped in their homes but did so in addition to 

handling request for other types of assistance that required emer-

gency response.  Though some may say “its all a part of the job”, it 

is without a doubt that because of their dedication to duty, lives 

were saved. 

Nominated by: Sonya Wiley-Gremillion 
 

 

TERRY STRAIN, 

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANCE (PA) 
CADDO-BOSSIER MEDICAL RESERVE CORP 
(MRC) COORDINATOR 

Accomplishments: Worked selflessly and com-

passionately day and night to the point of near 

mental and physical exhaustion to assure quality 

medical care needs were met for thousands of 

evacuees in several shelters during Hurricanes 

Gustuv and IKE. Terry Strain was able to moti-

vate, inspire and organize other medical volun-

teers to focus on the many medical challenges of 

general and CTN population shelters. The individual efforts of this 

medical volunteer supporting both our local and state-wide commu-

nities, is in the highest tradition of a dedicated medical professional. 

Nominated by: Caddo-Bossier Parish OHSEP 

 

DEDICATION AWARDS 

TIM W. THOMASSON 

N.O. OFFICE HOMELAND SECURITY 

Accomplishments: Began 2008 planning and driving “Southeast 

La. Multi-Regional Hurricane Preparedness Exercise” plus “Mass 

Casualty-Bioterrorism Exercise” with US Coast Guard.  Then dedi-

cated countless untiring days and nights to EOC for Hurricanes 

Gustav and Ike----followed by round the clock EOC Leadership 

with Ship/Barge Collision and extensive oil spill on Mississippi 

River. 

Nominated by: Lee P. Gary, Jr. 
 

MYRON CHATELAIN 

LA. NURSIN HOME ASSOC. 

Accomplishments: Was instru-

mental in coordinating trans-

portation – bus and ambu-

lance – for dozens of nursing 

homes and their patients.  He 

also hosted daily telephonic 

communications between 

nursing homes and Dept. of 

Health & Hospitals during and after Hurricanes Gustav and Ike.  I 

believe his work at the EOC helped to save lives. He has been 

working with LNHA’s Emergency Operations Team for ten (10) 

years. 

Nominated by: Joseph Donchess 

 

PATRICA “PATTI” WHITE 

DHH – OPH REGION 6  CHRIS-

TINE McGRAW 

DSS – LEAD AREA MANAGER 

Accomplishments: These la-

dies have been instrumental 

in the coordinating and shel-

tering of patients at the Medi-

cal Special Needs Shelter, 

Critical Transportation Needs 

Shelter, and the Federal Medi-

cal Station(s) in Region 6.  Patti & Christine have worked tire-

lessly before, during and after Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and now 

Gustav & Ike to ensure that the evacuee’s medical as well as 

general needs were met and many times exceeded.  They con-

tinue to work during the off season attempting to identify gaps 

A W A R D  R E C I P I E N T S  F R O M  T H I S  Y E A R ’ S  L E P A / G O H S E P  W O R K S H O P  

Christine McGraw and Andy Mosher 

Myron Chatelain and Andy Mosher 

Terry Strain 

V O L U M E  2  I S S U E  3  Page 22 



DEBBIE COKER 

CHIEF of BOSSIER CITY FIRE DEPART-

MENT TRAINING 

Accomplishments: Chief Coker has 

worked to develop a CAMPUS Commu-

nity Emergency Response Team 

(CAMPUS-CERT) for Northwest Louisi-

ana Colleges and Universities that has 

become a model for training in the com-

munity, state-wide and even region. 

Chief Coker’s ability to organize basic 

emergency response training skills for 

college/university security, facility and 

even administrators based on concepts 

of unified command. Every major col-

lege and university in NW Louisiana has 

now been certified as “CAMPUS-CERT” 

qualified due to Chief Coker’s dedicated efforts over the last eight-

een months. This program has become so successful that it is now 

a template for other commercial/facility training programs in the 

region. Chief Coker as a regional fire academy chief and emer-

gency trainer reflects highly on al those who serve in the fire ser-

vice. 

Nominated by: Caddo-Bossier Parish OHSEP 
 

MR. DAVID JONES 

BOSSIER PARISH COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Accomplishments: Mr. Jones has in concert with local responders 

in Northwest Louisiana has created a model “CAMPUS CERT/

CAMPUS Ready” environment at Bossier Parish Community College 

(BPCC) that resulted in the that two-year institution of higher learn-

ing becoming the incubator for training of all Northwest Louisiana 

colleges and instructions in emergency management. Three exten-

sive regional CAMPUS CERT training events were sponsored and 

supported by Mr. Jones providing an unmatched realistic training 

center utilizing actual fire apparatus, command bus vehicles, and 

even bomb robots all on a new state-of-art campus. Through David 

Jones’s dedication, BPCC’s emergency crisis team, belief in cam-

pus unified command techniques and purchasing & deployment of 

several technical communications assets has set BPCC as a model 

emergency preparedness campus.  When the state office of Risk 

Management look for a model safety program for training of their 

staff, David Jones and BPCC was immediately sought to replicate 

the CAMPUS-CERT training program. Mr. Jones dedication to disas-

ter planning is in the highest tradition of quality large facility emer-

gency management. 

DEDICATION AWARDS 

MR. ROBERT “BOB” NEBUS 

BARKSDALE AIR FORCE BASE (BAFB) 

CIVILIAN EMERGENCY PLANNER  

Accomplishments: Has established and 

demonstrated the exemplary skills to 

build excellent military to local civil emer-

gency response for over forty-three 

years. His dedication to BAFB and the 

Caddo-Bossier Community has been 

noted in numerous exercises, emergency 

planning events and more important 

during actual disasters as the “hub” 

player for quality disaster response. 

From possible tornado threats to local 

flooding concerns, Mr. Nebus is the 

model conduit between BAFB a major 

military facility and the surrounding communities of Caddo and 

Bossier parishes. Through Mr. Nebus’s efforts the quality of emer-

gency planning through the many years of such a positive BAFB 

and Caddo-Bossier Community has been improved yearly and now 

is recognized nation wide as a model of military-civilian disaster 

planning coordination effort. 

Nominated by: Caddo-Bossier Parish OHSEP 
 

LISA CARMACK 

GOVENOR’s OFICE of HOMELAND SECURITY and  EMERGENCY 

PREPAREDNESS – REGION #7 COORDINATOR 

Accomplishments:  Ms. Carmack has increased significantly the 

emergency readiness of her region by building strong response 

relationships between elected officials, first responders and emer-

gency managers. She has propelled the initiative of “GOHSEP 

Regional Coordinators”  from a concept to a model reality of excel-

lent on the ground emergency management cooperation between 

state, regional and parish/city governments. From the success of 

Caddo-Bossier Parishes to achieve the highest rate of National 

Incident Command System (NIMS) compliance in the state to 

overall Region #7 parish grant and emergency planning improve-

ments is a direct credit to her superior coordination skills. Lisa 

Carmack’s dedication to the citizens of Louisiana in the continual 

efforts to make their communities “disaster ready” is in the high-

est tradition of emergency management excellent.  

Nominated by: Caddo-Bossier Parish OHSEP 
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 (Left to right)  Robert Nebus, Debbie Coker, Lisa 
Carmack 
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VALOR AWARD  

DAVID EASLEY, 

LA. STATE POLICE  
STEPHEN J. PRICE 

TEXAS VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER 

On 12/25/08 in LaPlace, La.  a 3 vehicle accident took the lives of 

3 people and injured 3 who were rescued from a fiery crash by 

Trooper Easley and Firefighter Price who happened upon the crash. 

A GMC SUV and a Lincoln Towncar traveling eastbound on I-10 with 

a flat tire was struck from behind by an 18 wheeler.  Upon impact 

with the rear of the SUV it struck the Towncar at which time the 

SUV became engulfed in flames. 

Trooper Easley happened to be down the road from the crash and 

he along with Firefighter Price, who was passing by, rushed to the 

scene and managed to rescue three of the occupants from the 

burning SUV.  He continued to reach in and tried several attempts 

to rescue the other occupants.  Due to the fuel in the vehicles and 

the flames, Trooper Easley kept spraying the vehicle and it kept 

reigniting.  Trooper Easley sustained burns and smoke inhalation 

and was transported to a local hospital.  

Nominated by: Eric Deroche & Sonya Wiley-Gremillion  

 

PRESIIDENTIAL AWARD  

Eric Deroche  

This is the highest award of all categories. The award recipient 

must be a member of LEPA and is chosen by the President of LEPA 

may be among the candidates who received other awards. This is 

the highest award of honor bestowed on the individual by the Presi-

dent in recognition of the services provided to the state and com-

munity. 

DEDICATION AWARDS 

CHRIS GUILBEAUX 

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE of HOMELAND 
SECURITY & EMERGENCY PREPARED-
NESS 

Accomplishment: The Emergency Man-

agement 101 course was the brainchild 

of Chris during his 1st year on the LEPA 

Board of Directors.  Having been a local 

emergency manager he recognized the 

need for “getting back to the basics” and 

providing training for new emergency 

managers as well as refresher and continuing education for the 

“not so new” managers.  He has taken what was a general con-

cept and introduced it to the membership during the 2008 LEPA 

Workshop.  The program was so well received that many have 

requested that it become a permanent part of the annual work-

shop.  This nomination is for his dedication to the success of this 

much needed and appreciated concept. 

Nominated by: Alan Hunsberger, Sonya Wiley-Gremillion, & Eric 

Deroche 

LEADERSHIP AWARD  

DR. SUE BRADLEY 

VETERINARY MEDICINE, REGION 7 
Accomplishments: Dr. Bradley is a veteri-

narian in the Caddo-Bossier region during 

Hurricanes Gustav and Ike, inspired 

through her selfless service to provide ex-

ceptional “Pet Shelter” support for the 

thousands of evacuees sheltered in NW 

Louisiana or who due to space shortfall 

were bussed to other states but housed 

their pets in Shreveport/Bossier area.  Her 

efforts took the successful concept of “Pet 

Sheltering” from previous Katrina/Rita storms and supported 

the largest evacuation of citizens with their pets in America’s 

history.  Her efforts made theory and practical reality become a 

template and incident action plan for a massive pet sheltering 

response effort. Her dedication, leadership and veterinarian 

professional management skills inspired all who came in contact 

with her. 
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(Left to right)  Stephen Price, David Easley and Andy Mosher 

Dr. Sure Bradley  

 

Chris Guilbeaux 
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In addition to the videos for 

adults, tentative plans call for 

1stCo, Inc. to produce a 30-

minute video aimed at children. 

The show would tackle kid-

friendly issues like how to create 

emergency kits with crayons and 

other items to keep youngsters 

occupied during a disaster and 

its aftermath. 

Earlier this year, the agency 

introduced a fuzzy mechanical 

critter named Mayor Mouse to 

help interact with the younger 

set. 

The mechanical mouse – which 

can talk via radio transmitter 

with the help of a MOHSEP 

staffer – was an instant hit with 

children and adults alike, and now has a full schedule this summer 

helping with seminars on emergencies and disasters. 

For more information, contact: 

Nicholas A. Barber, LEM 

East Baton Rouge Parish Mayor's Office of Homeland Security  

& Emergency Preparedness 

With the help of a $215,750 

federal grant, East Baton 

Rouge Parish officials are de-

veloping a series of 30-minute 

videos aimed at heightening 

public awareness about hurri-

canes and other potential dis-

asters. 

The East Baton Rouge Mayor’s 

Office of Homeland Security 

and Emergency Preparedness 

is using part of grant money 

received for the new “Red Stick 

Ready” program to hire 1stCo, 

Inc. a local television produc-

tion company, to create a se-

ries of a dozen 30-minute vid-

eos that tackle topics like hurri-

canes, pandemics, floods, fires,  

hot weather and chemical disasters. 

The series will feature both Mayor-President Melvin “Kip” Holden 

and MOHSEP Director JoAnne Moreau in monthly shows that fo-

cus on a special type of disaster or emergency-related scenarios. 

Plans call for the programs to air on local cable television chan-

nels and on the new “Red Stick Ready” website. The new website 

will also feature tips on different disaster or emergency situations 

that are sure to become a popular resource. 

The “Red Stick Ready” program will also include an hour-long 

video designed to run continuously in hospital emergency rooms. 

The video is intended to guide those who don’t have true medical 

emergencies to other resources like family doctors where they 

can seek help. The idea, according to Moreau, is to keep people 

from using the hospital ERs as a family practice, and free them up 

for true emergencies.  

E A S T  B A T O N  R O U G E  A W A R E N E S S  V I D E O  
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TRAINING 
Governors Office of Homeland Security 

& Emergency Preparedness 

www.ohsep.louisiana.gov 

225-925-7500 
 

Louisiana State Police Emergency 

Response Training Center 

www.lsp.org 

225-777-4195 or 225-777-4104 
 

LSU Fire and Emergency Training Institute 

feti.lsu.edu 

800-256-3473 or 225-766-0600 

 

Mayor Mouse. 

 

Save This Date 
 

LEPA/GOHSEP Workshop 

May 3-6, 2010 

L’Auberge du Lac Casino & Resort 

Lake Charles, LA 



By Kenneth L. Padgett 
 

Jefferson Parish, the State of Louisiana’s most populous Parish, 

has a very active and proactive Emergency Management Depart-

ment. After weathering Hurricane Katrina, the department has 

gone through several changes and has greatly improved its ca-

pabilities to plan for, respond to, recover from, and mitigate dis-

asters. The EM Department has revised all of its plans, created 

new ones and has started new programs, such as CERT and 

MRC. The parish is also working on a new MCI Plan for the Par-

ish. A new 911/EOC building is being constructed and should be 

ready for use by December 2010. 

However, recently the Jefferson Parish Emergency Management 

Department has taken delivery of a $465,000 Mobile Command 

Post. This vehicle was built to be used as a Unified Command 

Post during any major disaster within the Parish or as part of a 

mutual aid response to the other parishes in Region 1 (which 

includes Orleans, Plaquemines, Saint Bernard, and Jefferson 

Parishes). The vehicle’s main features are a very large confer-

ence room area with phone and cable lines for ten positions, a 

large flat screen TV screen with four smaller ones, dry erase 

boards throughout the vehicle, CCTV on a telescoping boom, 

wireless internet and other features. In the near future, a satel-

lite system and weather station will be added to the vehicle. 

Also new this hurricane season, is the Department’s Communi-

cations Vehicle. This $225,000 vehicle features satellite com-

munications, internet connections, CCTV, infrared TV, cell phone 

capabilities, hard-line telephone capabilities, and radio interop-

erability so any radio frequency can be patched to any other 

radio frequency.  Again, this vehicle will be used at disaster sites 

throughout the parish or Region 1. Both the Mobile Command 

Post and the Communications Vehicle can be deployed to a 

scene and work together (through communications links) or de-

ployed separately to different sites. Both of these vehicles were 

purchased with federal grant money. No parish funds were spent 

on either vehicle. 

For more information, contact Kenneth Padgett, Director of 

Emergency Management at (504) 349-5360 or at 

kpadgett@jeffparish.net. 

Kenneth Padgett is the Director of Emergency Management for 
Jefferson Parish and a certified Louisiana Emergency Manager.  
A Nationally Accredited Paramedic he is also an Assistant Fire 
Chief for a volunteer fire department. He is currently working on 
his CEM. 

J E F F E R S O N  P A R I S H  I S  O N  T H E  M O V E !  

Jefferson Parish Command  Vehicle. 

Command Vehicle conference area. 

Command Vehicle workstation area. 
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How Does a LEPA Membership Benefit Me?  

In Louisiana, we have always been aware of the need to work together during natural disasters. Now more than ever emergency 
managers need to network and share “best practices” before disasters happen. The Louisiana Emergency Preparedness Associa-
tion (LEPA) serves as a forum or “catalyst” for these goals.  

Not only does LEPA membership include federal, state and local governments; but also includes business and industry as well. With 
such a broad cross-section of members, LEPA provides a one-of-a-kind environment that allows you to network with top profession-
als in the field of emergency management.  

LEPA supports many activities and training programs throughout the year, most notable is the annual workshop. The 2009 LEPA/
GOHSEP Workshop will be held May 4 - 7 in Lake Charles. You will be inspired, educated and motivated!  

WHAT IS LEPA?  
T he Louisiana Emergency Preparedness Association is a non-profit statewide organization of emergency preparedness and re-
sponse practitioners with the common goal of improving public safety in emergencies. LEPA was formed in 1980 by a group of local 
civil defense directors who recognized the need to expand and incorporate, as much as possible, everyone in emergency service 
into a cohesive and productive organization.  

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO JOIN LEPA?  
Membership is open to anyone involved in emergency preparedness or response. All local, parish, state, and federal departments of 
government, business, and industry and volunteer organizations are eligible to join. Our strength lies in the broad base of our mem-
bership and their roles in emergency preparedness.  

WHY JOIN LEPA?  
♦ LEPA provides a forum for its members to work together in addressing common issues.  

♦ LEPA HAZMAT Alliance improves communications, coordination, and cooperation in managing hazardous materials incidents.  

♦ LEPA offers unique training opportunities to its members.  

♦ LEPA provides its members with exposure to a broad cross-section of emergency preparedness professions.  

♦ LEPA provides its members information on resources for planning, training, and response.  

♦ LEPA keeps its members abreast of new technologies, laws, and regulations.  

♦ As a member, you will receive an informative newsletter quarterly to keep you up to date on emergency preparedness matters.  

♦ LEPA offers Louisiana Emergency Management (LEM) Certification.  

LEPA’s membership is strong, but we need your support. The most effective medium for continued progress in emergency prepared-
ness is membership in the Louisiana Emergency Preparedness Association. To download a Membership application visit the web-
site at www.lepa.org and click on  “ Join LEPA.” . 

                      Join LEPA Now 
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