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GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF HOMELAND SECURITY

AND
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

PRESS RELEASE
 
State Provides Assistance for Possible Severe Weather
 
BATON ROUGE (October 28, 2009) – The Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP) is providing sandbags to parishes across the state. A State of Emergency is declared for Bossier, Caddo and Caldwell Parishes. Parish officials requested the sandbags as a precautionary measure in preparation for severe weather. So far, approximately 100,000 sandbags have been requested. 
The National Weather Service (NWS) is forecasting heavy rainfall overnight. According to the NWS, these parishes are under a flash flood watch until Friday morning: Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu, Cameron, Jefferson Davis, Morehouse, Rapides, Richland, Vernon and West Carroll. The NWS says the severe weather is expected to move out of the area by Saturday.
GOHSEP has activated its Crisis Action Team (CAT) to monitor the situation. In addition, GOHSEP has personnel in impacted parishes to provide support.
On Tuesday, the Tensas Basin Levee District Board of Commissioners reported that erosion had caused a 150-200 foot break in the top of the levee on the Ouachita River in Columbia, LA.  Columbia is located in Caldwell Parish. An emergency was declared to expedite obtaining contractors to reinforce the levee. 

The Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (CPRA) is also closely monitoring river stages in the Ouachita River Basin.   

For more information on how to keep you and your family safe during a flood, go to www.getagameplan.org.  
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