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Hurricane Isaac

◘ Isaac began as a tropical wave on August 16th off the 
coast of Africa & is classified a tropical storm on August 
21st 

◘ Isaac reaches hurricane strength on the morning of 
August 28th

◘ First US landfall occurs at 6:45 pm, August 28th near the 
mouth of the Mississippi & a second landfall occurs at 
2:00 am the next morning at Port Fourchon

◘ At least 5 fatalities have been attributed to Isaac in 
Louisiana & two each in Florida & Mississippi (9 US 
deaths)

Opening Comments



Hurricane Isaac

◘ Friday, August 17th

GOHSEP initiates tracking of Invest 94

GOHSEP Special Events Situation Report initiated 
(distribution included all parishes & state agencies)

◘ Tuesday, August 21st

Isaac upgraded to a tropical storm, becoming ninth 
named storm of 2012 Atlantic hurricane season

Projected track takes storm over western Florida

Storm Timeline



Hurricane Isaac

◘ Friday, August 24th

Storm passes over Hispaniola 
& Cuba as a strong tropical storm, killing at least 34 
people in Hispaniola, before entering the Gulf of 
Mexico
Parish Southeast Hurricane Task Force conference 
calls initiated - call begin with a briefing from the 
National Weather Service
National Weather Service provides updates to 
parishes upon request
State EOC activation status is at Level III 

Storm Timeline



Hurricane Isaac

◘ Saturday, August 25th

Landfall projected in western Florida, predictions are 
that southeastern Louisiana could see some related 
effects with increased tides

Southeast Hurricane Task Force conference calls 
continue - call begin with a briefing from the National 
Weather Service

FEMA Region VI Incident Management Assistance 
Team (IMAT) in route to Louisiana

Storm Timeline



Hurricane Isaac

◘ Sunday, August 26th

Storm track moves westward with a projected Alabama/Mississippi 
landfall

State Unified Command begins meeting at the State EOC

Parish Southeast Hurricane Task Force conference call continue -
calls begin with a briefing from the National Weather Service

Parish Southwest Hurricane Task Force conference call initiated -
calls begin with a briefing from the National Weather Service

State EOC activation status is at Modified Level III 

Governor Jindal declares State of Emergency & requests a 
Presidental Declaration for Louisiana

4,000 Louisiana National Guard troops activated

Storm Timeline



11:30 pm, August 28th

Tropical Storm Isaac prior to becoming a hurricane

Louisiana



Hurricane Isaac

◘ Monday, August 27th

The State Emergency Operations Center is activated at Level I 
for full manning & 24/7 operations
North Central Parishes conference calls begin -
call begin with a briefing from the National Weather Service

Parish Southeast Hurricane Task Force conference calls continue -
call begin with a briefing from the National Weather Service

Parish Southwest Hurricane Task Force conference calls continue 
- call begin with a briefing from the National Weather Service
GOHSEP embeds agency personnel in Parish EOCs
President orders federal aid to Louisiana to supplement state & 
local response efforts due to the emergency conditions resulting 
from Tropical Storm Isaac 

Storm Timeline



Hurricane Isaac

◘ Tuesday, August 28th

First landfall: Isaac makes landfall at 6:45 pm, just southwest of 
mouth of the Mississippi River with winds of 80 mph (Category 1) 

Storm’s eye moves back over water shortly thereafter

10 pm: Storm surge reaches 9.9 ft at Shell Beach

North Central Parishes conference calls continue (last call) -
call begin with a briefing from the National Weather Service

Parish Southeast Hurricane Task Force conference calls continue 
- call begin with a briefing from the National Weather Service

Parish Southwest Hurricane Task Force conference calls continue
- call begin with a briefing from the National Weather Service

Storm Timeline



Hurricane Isaac

◘ Wednesday, August 29th:
2:00 am: Hurricane Isaac makes second & final landfall just west 
of Port Fourchon, bringing high winds across the state, with 
sustained winds of 67 mph & gusts to 85 mph on Grand Isle & 
storm surge of 11 ft at Shell Beach

Around 2:00 pm: Isaac weakens into a tropical storm as it slowly 
moves through Louisiana, continuing to produce strong 
thunderstorms to the east & southwest of the center

Parish Southeast Hurricane Task Force conference calls continue 
- call begin with a briefing from the National Weather Service

Parish Southwest Hurricane Task Force conference calls continue 
(last call) - call begin with a briefing from the National Weather 
Service

Storm Timeline



Hurricane Isaac

12:15 pm, August 29th

Isaac downgraded to a Tropical Storm

Wednesday Rainfall Totals 
Through 4 pm

• Gretna, LA: 16.84“
• New Orleans Lakefront: 9.26“
• Gulfport, MS: 7.3“
• Mobile, AL: 6.86"

LA



Hurricane Isaac

◘ Thursday, August 30th

Isaac degenerates into a slow moving tropical depression over northern 
Louisiana
Parish Southeast Hurricane Task Force conference calls continue - call 
begin with a briefing from the National Weather Service

◘ Friday, August 31st

Storm is a weak tropical depression moving northward over Arkansas & 
into Missouri
Parish Southeast Hurricane Task Force conference calls continue - call 
begin with a briefing from the National Weather Service

◘ Wednesday, September 5th

State EOC activation & manning reduced to Modified Level II status 
Parish Southeast Hurricane Task Force conference calls continue (last 
call September 6) - call begin with a briefing from the National Weather 
Service

Storm Timeline



Hurricane Isaac

◘ Friday, September 7th

GOHSEP transitions to recovery operations from 
response

Recovery conference calls for all impacted Parishes 
begin

◘ Sunday, September 9th

DSNAP conference calls for all impacted Parishes 
begin

Storm Timeline
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Hurricane Isaac

State EOC
◘ GOHSEP activation of State EOC 

Full activation 24/7: August 27 - September 14

Crisis Action Team: September 7 - Ongoing

◘ Daily Parish conference calls:
Southeast Task Force: August 24 - September 6

Southwest Task Force: August 26 - September 29 

North Central Parishes: August 27 - August 28

Disaster Recovery (affected parishes):
September 7 - Ongoing

DSNAP (affected parishes): September 9 - Ongoing



Hurricane Isaac

State EOC
◘ GOHSEP Special Events Situation Report: 

August 17 - September 7 
◘ State Unified Command Meetings: 

August 26th - September 6th

◘ Missions processed as of September 12th: 1338 (includes missions 
such as security, generators, commodities, search & rescue, etc.) 

◘ Peak personnel activation
GOHSEP (supplemented by Disaster Recovery staff) - 143

Other state/federal agency personnel - 107

◘ Received mission support from Texas, California, District of 
Columbia, Mississippi, West Virginia (5) via the Emergency 
Management Assistance Compact (EMAC):



Caddo

Bossier
Claiborne East

River

Jackson

Carroll

Winn

Caldwell

Grant

Catahoula

Avoyelles

Evangeline

East
Feliciana

Vermilion

Ver

Saint
Mary

St.
Martin

Livingston

Iberville Ascension

Saint
Charles

u

Terrebonne

P
L
a
q
u
e
m

i
n e

s   

St  Bernard
Assumption

St.
Jam es

Bossier

Red

Jackson

Sabine

Tensas

Landry

Mary

Washington

East
Baton
Rouge Livingston

Iberville Ascension

St
Charles

J
e
f
f
e
r
s
o
n

l

Assumption

St.
James

St.

St.

St.

C
o
n
c
o
d
r
i
a

T
a
n
g
i
p
a
h
o
a

CameronCameron

Tammany
St.

Baton
Rouge

Helena
St.

Pointe
Coupee

West
Feliciana

West

Calcasieu

Jefferson
Davis

John

Morehouse

Allen

Iberia

Martin
St.Acadia

Vernon Rapides

Ouachita

N
a
t
c
h
i
t
o
c
h
e
s

Union

LaSalle

Madison

Lincoln

Beauregard

Bienville

Desoto

W
e
b
s
t
e
r

WestWest

Richland

Franklin

Carroll

Individual Assistance - Approved

P r o g r a m  E l i g i b i l i t y

18

Par ishes

5 Individual Assistance - Pending

18 Transitional Sheltering Assistance

As of 1200 - September 6, 2012
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P r o g r a m  E l i g i b i l i t y

52

Par ishes

3

Public Assistance (Category A-B) - Designated

Public Assistance (Category B Only) - Designated

Washington

Public Assistance (Category C-G) - Pending9

Public Assistance (Category C-G) - Designated14

As of 1700 - September 12, 2012
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Economic Injury Loans)

P r o g r a m  E l i g i b i l i t y
18

Par ishes

Contiguous Parishes (Economic Injury 
Loans Only)

6


