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STATE CONTINUES TO MONITOR TROPICAL STORM KAREN 
 
BATON ROUGE (October 5, 2013) – The Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP) continues to closely monitor Tropical Storm 
Karen located off the coast of Louisiana.  Although the storm has slowed down over the 
Gulf, it is still expected to turn to the northeast toward the Mississippi coast. GOHSEP 
and other state agencies have resources staged and ready for any impacted Louisiana 
coastal areas that may need support. 
 
The Louisiana National Guard (LANG) has search and rescue teams on alert with boats 
and helicopters. More than 1.2 million Meals Ready to Eat (MRE) and 1.2 million bottles 
of water are on hand at staging areas.  Communications and security forces are also 
ready to respond. 
 
The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) has suspended 
all construction and maintenance activities that could impact potential evacuation 
routes.  DOTD has closed the Ostricia Lock on the east bank of Plaquemines Parish 
and personnel have been evacuated from the area. All roadways in Terrebonne and 
Lafourche Parishes are open, along with La. 1 in Jefferson Parish near Grand Isle. The 
I-55 Service Road at Ruddock has water on the road, but it remains passable at this 
time. DOTD will continue to monitor this road.  Crews and trucks with signs are 
barricades are ready to respond if necessary. 
 
You can receive emergency alerts on most smartphones and tablets by downloading 
the new ALERT FM App.  It is free for basic service.   You can also download the new 
Louisiana Emergency Preparedness Guide and find other important information at 
www.getagameplan.org. 
 
                                                         ### 

mailto:mike.steele@la.gov


2 
 

 


