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The Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP) is sending this informational
letter as part of a public outreach to Private Non Profit Organizations (PNPs) that were operational and in good
standing with the Secretary of State at the time of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and may be eligible applicants
under the Public Assistance program. This outreach is an effort to provide information to those PNPs that did not
receive information about the program in the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

The FEMA Public Assistance (PA) program is federal assistance provided under the provisions of the Stafford Act to
state and local governments and for certain eligible private non profit organizations that suffered damages or
incurred expenses as a result of a disaster. Under this program, an eligible PNP is one that provides essential
services of a governmental nature, is tax exempt according to the IRS, operates as a non profit under state law and
in general is open to the public. In order to assist you to identify whether you may qualify, please answer the
questions below to determine if you should attend an informational PNP briefing that will be held in your area.

 Can you provide proof that your organization was tax exempt?

 Was your organization in good standing and can you show proof of such status as a corporation or other
entity with the State of Louisiana?

 Was your facility in use at the time of the disaster?

 Did your PNP organization own or operate the facility at the time of the disaster?

 Did your facility sustain damage and/or other expenses as a direct result of the disaster?

 Was this facility used for anything other than religious purposes?

 If you leased your facility at the time of the disaster, was it your legal responsibility to repair disaster
related damage?

After you review these preliminary questions, and if you were able to answer yes to all questions applicable to
your organization, we encourage you to join GOHSEP and FEMA for an informational briefing being held in your
area to further educate you on the Public Assistance program and provide you with further directions on how to
apply. Below you will find the dates and locations available:

Covington Lake Charles Lafayette
Tuesday, November 16th Wednesday, November 17th Thursday, November 18th

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
St. Tammany Parish EOC Calcasieu Parish EOC Abdalla Hall Auditorium
510 E. Boston Street 901 Lakeshore 635 Cajundome Blvd
Covington, LA 70433 Lake Charles, LA 70602 Lafayette, LA 70506

Please RSVP by sending an email to pnp@la.gov and let us know which summit you will be attending and how
many will be included in your party. We look forward to assisting you in an effort to determine whether you are
eligible for the PA program. We encourage you to email questions directly to pnp@la.gov or call us at 225 336
6554 if you are unable to attend and would like additional information.


